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Course description (Part I):

The first half of the course will be devoted to the ethics of Artificial Intelligence (Al).
Smartphones, chatbots (such as ChatGPT), self-driving cars, autonomous weapons, and social
robots are some examples of an increasing number of Al artifacts that have become widespread
in the contemporary world. The use of these and other Al systems raises pressing ethical and
philosophical questions: Is it plausible to assume that some Al systems are or will ever become
conscious? Do we have special responsibilities towards Al systems? Can some of them, in turn,
be held responsible? Are decision-making Al systems by default more neutral than human
beings, or can those systems also be discriminatory and biased? Can we trust some Al systems,
and perhaps even fall in love with them? We will cover these and other questions by focusing
on six main topics in connection with the ethics of Al: (1) Consciousness, (2) Responsibility,

(3) Bias, (4) Trust, (5) Grief, and (6) Love.



Programme:

Session Date Main topic Assigned readings
1 10/2
Introduction Brooks (2017), Donath (2020)
2 12/02
3 13/02
4 19/02
Consciousness Birch (2025), Ledén & Zahavi (2023)
5 20/02
6 24/02
Responsibility Noorman (2023), Himmelreich & Kohler (2022)
7 26/02
8 27.02
9 3/3
Bias Fazelpour & Danks (2021), Pozzi (2023)
10 5/3
11 6/3
12 10/3
Trust Coeckelberg (2011), Lahno (2020), Reinhardt
13 12/3 (2023)
14 13/3




15 17/3
Grief Krueger & Osler (2022), Fabry & Alfano (2024)
16 19/3
17 20/3 First in-person exam
18 24/3
Love Lopez-Cantero (2025),
19 26/3 Kind (2021), Klonschinski & Kiihler (2021)
20 27/3
Assessment:

Two in-person exams: 50% (each one 25%), one final essay: 45%, and class participation: 5%.
The final essay should be on a topic previously approved by one of the teachers. More
information about the requirements for the final essay, as well as guidance for how to write it,
will follow. Important dates: the first in-person exam will be on March 20, the second on
April 30. Students are requested to send an essay proposal to one of the teachers by May 19.

Deadline for submitting the final essay: June 3.
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